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CONSTITUTIONAL      CONVENTION      OF      MARYLAND 


STANDING    RULES    OF   TIZZ 
CONSTITUTIONAL   CONVENTION 

Adopted  by   the  Constitutional  Convention 
at  its  Organization  Meeting 
July   11,    1967 


CHAPTER   I 


GENERAL  PROVISIONS 


Rule  1.   Quorum  and  Majority.   A  majority  of  all  the  delegates 
to  the  Convention  shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of 
business,  but  a  smaller  number  may  adjourn  the  Convention  from  day 
to  day  and  may  also  compel  the  attendance  of  absent  delegates  by  the 
means  approved  by  a  majority,  but  not  less  than  fifteen,  of  the  del- 
egates present.   A  majority  of  all  the  delegates  may  prescribe 
penalties  for  the  non-attendance  of  delegates. 

When  a  quorum  is  obtained,  the  affirmative  vote  of  a  majority 
of  the  delegates  present  and  voting  shall  be  sufficient  for  the 
adoption  of  any  motion  or  resolution  or  the  taking  of  any  action, 
except  in  these  cases  where  the  affirmative  vote  of  a  greater  number 
shall  be  required  either  by  these  rules  or  by  Section  10  or  Section 
13  of  Chapter  4  of  the  Acts  of  the  General  Assembly  of  1967. 

All  sessions  of  this  Convention  and  all  meetings  of  its 
committees  shall  be  open  to  the  public  at  all  times,  and  no  rules 
shall  be  promulgated  which  in  any  way  infringe  upon  the  public's 
right  to  information  about  the  Convention. 
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Rule  2.   Admission  to  Floor  —  Defined.   No  person,  other  than 
a  delegate,  officer  or  employee  of  the  Convention,  accredited  news 
correspondent  or  person  invited  by  the  president,  shall  be  admitted 
on  the  floor  of  the  Convention  immediately  preceding  the  time  set 
for  any  call  to  order  and  immediately  following  adjournment.   Only 
delegates,  officers  and  employees  and  such  other  persons  as  may  be 
authorized  by  the  president  shall  be  admitted  to  the  floor  of  the 
Convention  during  the  session.  1'he   phrase  "floor  of  the  Convention" 
means  the  room  or  chamber  where  the  Convention  sits  in  session, 
excluding  the  space:  designated  for  visitors  and  for  the  press. 

CHAPTER  II 
OFFICERS  AND  EMPLOYEES 
Rule  3.   Officers  of  the  Convention.   The  officers  of  the 
Convention  shall  be  an  honorary  president,  a  president,  a  first  vice- 
president,  and  a  second  vice-president,  all  of  whom  shall  be  elected 
by  the  Convention  by  the  vote  of  a  majority  of  all  the  delegates, 
by  roll  call  vote.   There  shall  also  be  a  secretary,  a  chief  clerk, 
a  sergeant  at  arms,  a  parliamentarian,  a  historian,  and  such  other 
officers  as  may  be  necessary  from  time  to  time,  all  of  whom  shall  be 
selected  in  such  manner  as  nay  be  determined  by  resolution  of  the 
Convention  adopted  by  a  majority  of  all  the  delegates.   The  honorary 
president,  president  and  vice-presidents  shall  be  delegates  and 
shall  receive  no  additional  compensation  for  services  performed  as 
officers.   All  officers  and  employees  of  the  Convention,  other  than 
the  honorary  president,  the  president  and  the  vice-presidents,  shall 
be  persons  who  are  not  delegates  and  their  compensation  shall  be 
fixed  by  the  president. 
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THE  PRESIDENT 

Rule  40   Duties  of  Presiding  Officer.   The  president  shall 
preside  at  sessions  of  the  Convention  and  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  exercise  the  usual  powers  and  perform  the  usual  duties  of 
a  presiding  officer.  lie   shall  preserve  order  and  decorum  and  fairly 
assign  floor  rights.   Ho  may  speak  to  points  of  order  and,  subject 
to  an  appeal  to  the  Convention  or  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
shall  decide  points  of  order. 

Rule  5.   Appointment  by  the  President.   The  president,  after 
consultation  v/ith  the  vice-presidents,  and  after  giving  due  consid- 
eration to  the  requests  of  the  various  delegates,  shall  appoint  a 
chairman  and  the  members  of  all  committees.   All  appointments  shall 
be  announced  to  the  Convention  and  entered  upon  the  Journal.   Each 
committee  shall  elect  one  of  its  members  to  be  the  vice-chairman. 
The  vice-chairman  shall  perform  all  the  duties  and  functions  of  the 
chairman  in  the  absence  of  the  chairman. 

Rule  6.   Administration  of  Convention.   Except  as  otherv/ise 
provided  the  president  shall  appoint,  and  assign  duties  to,  all  em- 
ployees of  the  Convention.   The  president,  with  the  consent  of  the 
chairman  of  each  standing  coiumittee,  shall  appoint  the  staff  of  such 
committee. 

Rule  7.   Authority  of  President.   The  president  shall  be  chief 
executive  of  the  Convention  and  all  other  officers  and  employees 
shall  be  responsible  to  his  general  supervision. 

Rule  8.   K'aming  of  the  President  Pro  Tern.   The  president  may 
appoint  any  delegate  to  preside  temporarily  at  any  session  of  the 
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Convention  or  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  but  not  for  longer  than 
one  day  at  a  time  without  leave  of  the  Convention. 

Rule  9,      Voting .   The  president  may  vote  in  all  elections,  on 
all  divisions  called  for  by  any  delegate,  and  on  all  questions  taken 
by  ayes  and  nays,  except  that  the  ^resident  may  not  vote  twice, 
once  to  cause  a  tie  vote  and  then  again  to  break  it. 

VICE-PRESIDENTS 
Rule  10.   Powers  and  Duties.   If  the  president  is  temporarily 
absent  or  temporarily  unable  to  preside,  the  first  vice-president, 
or,  in  tne  absence  or  inability  of  the  first  vice-president  to  pre- 
side, the  second  vice-president,  shall  exercise  the  powers  and  per- 
form the  duties  of  the  president  and  shall  preside  over  the  Conven- 
tion or  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  unless  the  president  shall  have 
designated  another  delegate  as  president  pro  tern  for  that  session  or 
that  day.   If  a  vacancy  occurs  in  the  office  of  president,  the  first 
vice-president  shall  temporarily  exercise  the  powers  of  the  office 
of  president  until  the  Convention  elects  a  president  to  fill  the 
office.   If  a  vacancy  occurs  in  the  office  of  the  first  vice- 
president,  the  second  vice-president  shall  succeed  thereto.   The 
Convention  shall  fill  any  vacancy  in  the  office  of  second  vice- 
president. 

SECRETARY 
Rule  11.   Responsibilities  of  the  Secretary.   The  secretary 
shall  be  the  chief  administrative  officer  of  the  Convention  and 
shall  be  primarily  responsible  for  its  administration,  under  the 

direct  authority  of  the  president.   The  secretary,  under  the 
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supervision  and  authority  of  the  president,  shall  be  responsible 
for  the  employment  and  assignment  of  personnel,  the  supervision  of 
payroll,  the  registration  of  lobbyists  or  any  special  interest 
groups  pursuant  to  any  requirements  imposed  by  rule  or  resolution 
of  the  Convention,  and  communications  with  the  press.   He  shall  be 
director  of  the  Convention's  budget  and  shall  supervise  the  acqui- 
sition and  care  of  facilities,  services  and  supplies  needed  by  the 
Convention. 

The  secretary,  with  the  president,  shall  certify  to  the 
secretary  of  state  the  proposals  for  a  new  constitution  and  the  form 
thereof  as  approved  by  the  Convention  for  submission  to  the  elector- 
ate on  ilay  14,  1960,  in  accordance  with  Section  15  of  Chapter  4  of 
the  Acts  of  the  General  Assembly  of  1967. 

CHIEF  CLSRi: 

Rule  12.   Roll  Call.   The  chief  clerk  shall  call  the  roll  at 
the  opening  of  each  session  of  the  Convention  and  the  president 
shall  announce  whether  or  not  a  quorum  is  present. 

Rule  13.   Journal  and  Transcript.   The  chief  clerk  shall 
furnish  to  each  delegate  a  copy  of  the  journal  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  Convention  for  the  previous  day  which,  when  approved  by  the  Con- 
vention, shall  be  the  official  journal  of  the  Convention.   The  chief 
clerk  shall  also  keep  a  verbatim  record  of  the  proceedings  of  ses- 
sions of  the  Convention  and  meetings  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Rule  14.   Order  of  Business.   The  chief  clerk  shall  furnish  to 
each  delegate  the  daily  calendar  and  agenda  of  the  business  of  each 
session  of  the  Convention  provided  for  by  Rule  5  7  and  a  copy  of  each 
proposal  as  soon  as  practicable. 
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SERGEANT  AT  ARMS 
Rule  15.   Powers  and  Duties.   The  sergeant  at  arras  shall  be 
the  chief  police  officer  of  the  Convention. 

P  ARLI AHENT ART AN 
Rule  16.   Duties.   The  parliamentarian  shall  be  advisor  and 
counsel  to  the  presiding  officer  on  all  matters  of  parliamentary 
procedure;  however,  all  parliamentary  rulings  shall  be  the  responsi- 
bility of,  and  shall  be  made  by,  the  presiding  officer. 

HISTORIAN 
Rule  17.   Duties.   The  historian  shall  be  responsible  for 
collecting,  compiling,  documenting  and  preserving  all  proceedings 
of  the  Convention  ar.d  its  several  committees.   He  shall  also  oversee 
the  publication  of  any  of  the  historical  records  and  documents  of 
the  Convention. 

CHAPTER  III 
DELEGATES 

Rule  18.   Conduct  in  Debate.   When  any  delegate  is  about  to 
speak  in  debate  or  to  present  any  matter  to  the  Convention,  he  shall 
rise  from  his  seat,  and  address  himself  to  "ilr.  President";  he  shall 
not  speak  until  recognized  and  when  recognized  he  shall  confine  him- 
self to  the  question  under  consideration  and  avoid  personalities. 

Rule  19.   Delegates  Called  to  Order.   The  president  or  any 
delegate  may  challenge  any  other  delegate  who,  on  speaking,  violates 
the  rules  of  the  Convention.   Upon  such  challenge,  the  president 
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may  order  the  speaker  to  sit  down.   The  president's  order  to  sit 
down,  or  the  failure  of  the  president  to  order  the  speaker  to  sit 
down,  may  be  appealed. 

Rule  20.   Times  Delegates  I-lay  Speak.   Except  as  provided  by 
Rule  36,  no  delegate  may  speak  more  than  once  on  the  same  question 
without  leave  of  a  majority  of  those  present  and  voting,  unless  he 
be  the  mover  of  the  matter  pending  or  chairman  of  the  committee  that 
reported  it,  in  which  case  he  shall  be  privileged  to  speak  twice. 

Rule  21.   Seating.   The  seats  of  the  delegates  on  the  Convention 
floor  shall  be  arranged  in  alphabetical  order  by  surnames.   If  a 
vacancy  occurs  the  person  selected  to  fill  the  vacancy  shall  continue 
to  have  the  seat  of  the  delegate  v/ho  vacated  the  position. 

CHAPTEP  IV 
COMMITTEES 
Rule  22.   Establishment  and  Meetings.   The  standing  committees 
of  the  Convention  shall  be: 

1.  Committee  on  Personal  Rights  and  the  Preamble 

2.  Committee  on  Suffrage  and  Elections 

3.  Committee  on  the  Legislative  Branch 

4.  Committee  on  the  Executive  Branch 

5.  Committee  on  the  Judicial  Branch 

6.  Committee  on  Local  Government 

7.  Committee  on  State  Finance  and  Taxation 

8.  Committee  on  General  Provisions 

9.  Committee  on  Style,  Drafting  and  Arrangement 
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10.  Committee  on  Calendar  and  Agenda  of  the  Convention 

11.  Committee  on  Rules,  Credentials  and  Convention  Budget 
Committees  1  through  8  shall  be  considered  substantive 

committees  and  each  delegate  shall  be  entitled  to  serve  on  one  of 
these  eight  committees. 

Each  committee  shall  meet  at  the  call  of  its  chairman  or  by 
the  written  request  of  a  majority  of  its  members. 

A  recorded  roll  call  vote  on  any  matter  before  a  committee 
shall  be  taken  on  demand  of  any  member  of  the  committee. 

Each  committee  shall  maintain  an  action  journal  of  all  its 
proceedings  and  a  calendar,  both  of  which  shall  be  available  to  the 
delegates,  news  media  and  interested  members  of  the  public. 

Additional  committees  may  be  established  by  resolution  of  the 
Convention. 

Rule  23.   Vacancies.   In  case  of  a  vacancy  or  the  prolonged 
absence  of  the  chairman  and  vice-chairman,  the  president  of  the 
Convention  shall  appoint  a  chairman  to  act  until  the  chairman  or 
vice-chairman  shall  return. 

Rule  24.   Sitting  of  Committees  during  Cessions  of  the 
Convention.   Ho  committee,  except  the  Committee  on  Calendar  and 
Agenda  of  the  Convention,  shall  sit  during  the  sessions  of  the  Con- 
vention or  of  the  Committee  of  the  .Thole,  without  having  first  ob- 
tained special  leave  of  the  president,  or  of  the  Convention  by  the 
affirmative  vote  of  a  majority  of  those  present  and  voting. 

Rule  25.   Power  to  Incur  Expenses.   No  delegate  or  committee 
shall  incur  any  expense  chargeable  to  the  Convention  unless  such 
expense  is  approved  by  the  president  or  is  authorized  by  resolution 


of  the  Convention.   No  notion  or  resolution  calling  for  an 
expenditure  of  money  shall  be  acted  upon  by  the  Convention  without 
first  being  referred  to  an  appropriate  committee  for  consideration 
and  recoi.imendation. 

Rule  26.   Subcommittees .   A  committee,  by  the  affirmative  vote 
of  a  majority  of  its  members,  may  provide  for  the  appointment  by  the 
committee  chairman  of  subco  jnittees  composed  of  delegates  who  are 
members  of  the  committee.   Reports  of  subcommittees  shall  be  con- 
sidered by  the  entire  committee  before  the  committee  recommends  any 
action  thereon  by  the  Convention. 

Rule  27.   Notice  of  Reports.   A  committee  shall  notify  all 
delegates  who  have  introduced  proposals  on  the  same  subject  matter 
of  the  time  and  place  where  they  may  meet  with  the  committee  to  ex- 
plain such  proposals,  and  the  notice  required  by  this  rule  shall  be 
given  at  least  tv/cnty-four  hours  before  the  committee  takes  final 
action. 

Rule  23.   Report  of  Committees.   The  affirmative  vote  of  a 
majority  of  the  members  of  a  committee  shall  be  necessary  to  report 
a  proposal  out  of  committee.   The  report  of  a  minority  of  at  least 
twenty  per  cent  of  the  members  of  any  committee  shall  be  received, 
printed  in  the  same  manner  as  the  majority  report,  and  treated  as  an 
amendment  or  substitute  offered  to  or  for  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee if  offered  as  such  on  the  floor.   All  proposals  reported  by  a 
committee  to  the  Convention  shall  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

Rule  29.   Coiamittee  /.ieetings  and  Hearings.   Committees  may  hold 
meetings  or  public  hearings  at  the  seat  of  the  Convention  and  nay  be 
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authorized  by  the  Convention  to  hold  meetings  or  public  hearings  at 
any  other  place.   A  committee  may  grant  the  pov/ers  here  authorized 
to  any  subcommittee.   A  committee,  v;it!i  the  approval  of  the  presi- 
dent, may  direct  that  a  verbatim  record  be  kept  of  any  portion  of  its 
proceedings. 

Rule  30.   Consideration  of  Proposals  without  Committee 
Recommendation .   After  one  session  day's  notice  a  committee,  on 
motion  passed  by  the  affirmative  vote  of  a  majority  of  all  the  dele- 
gates, may  be  required  to  report,  v/ith  or  without  a  recommendation, 
any  proposal  referred  to  the  committee. 

CHAPTER  V 
COMMITTEE  OF  THE  THOLE 

Rule  31.   General  Orders  of  the  Day.   All  proposals  reported 
by  any  committee  of  the  Convention  shall  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Uhole  and  kept  in  the  file  called  "General  Orders  of  the  Day". 
No  committee  proposal  shall  be  considered  by  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  until  the  third  day  after  it  has  been  referred  to  the  Cormittee 
of  the  Whole,  unless  the  Convention,  by  the  affirmative  vote  of  a 
majority  of  the  delegates  present  and  voting,  agrees  to  its  earlier 
consideration . 

Rule  32.   Consideration  of  Proposals.   When  the  Convention 
reaches  consideration  of  the  General  Orders  of  the  Day,  it  shall  then 
sit  as  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  consider  such  orders,  or  to  con- 
sider a  particular  order  designated  by  the  Convention  by  the  affirma- 
tive vote  of  a  majority  of  those  present  and  voting.   Unless  a  par- 
ticular proposal  has  been  specially  designated  by  the  Convention  for 
consideration  out  of  turn,  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  shall  consider, 
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act  upon,  or  pass  over  the  General  Orders  of  the  Day  in  the  order 
in  which  they  were  referred  to  the  Committee. 

Rule  33.   Amendment.   All  amendments  to  proposals  or  recommen- 
dations shall  be  entered  on  separate  paper  and  stated  to  the  dele- 
gates by  the  presiding  officer. 

Rule  34.   notion  that  Committee  of  the  Whole  Rise.   A  motion 
that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  rise  shall  always  be  in  order  unless 
a  member  of  the  Committee  is  speaking  or  a  vote  is  being  taken,  and 
such  motion  shall  be  decided  without  debate  by  vote  of  a  majority 
of  those  present  and  voting. 

Rule  35.   Reconsideration.   A  motion  to  reconsider  shall  be  in 
order  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  and  may  be  adopted  before  the 
Committee  rises  by  the  affirmative  vote  of  a  majority  of  those 
present  and  voting. 

Rule  36.   Application  of  Convention  Rules.   The  rules  of  the 
Convention  shall  be  observed  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  so  far  as 
they  may  be  applicable  except  that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  cannot 
adjourn  the  Convention;  the  previous  question  shall  not  be  ordered? 
the  vote  of  a  majority  of  the  Committee  shall  govern  its  action; 
the  Committee  cannot  refer  matters  to  any  other  committee;  and  a 
motion  to  postpone  indefinitely  or  for  a  Call  of  the  Convention 
shall  not  be  in  order.   A  delegate  may  speak  more  than  once  in  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole.   A  quorum  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  shall 
be  72. 

Rule  37.   Limitation  of  Debate.   Rule  to  be  drafted  and 
recommended  September  12  concerning  limitation  of  debate. 
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CHAPTER  VI 
TRANSACTION  OF  13  US  I  NESS 
Rule  38.   Order  of  Business.   The  order  of  business  of  the 
Convention  shall  be  as  follows s 

1.  Call  to  order  and  preliminary  matters. 

2.  Invocation. 

3.  Roll  call. 

4.  Report  of  Committee  on  Calendar  and  Agenda. 

5.  Reports  of  other  standing  committees. 

6.  Reports  of  select  committees. 

7.  Communications  from  state  officers. 

8.  Introduction  and  first  reading  and  reference  of  proposals. 

9.  Second  and  final  reading  of  proposals. 

10.  notions  and  resolutions, 

11.  Unfinished  business. 

12.  Special  orders  of  the  day. 

13.  General  orders  of  the  day. 

PETITIONS 
Rule  39.   Printing  in  Journal.   No  memorial,  remonstrance,  or 
petition  shall  be  read  or  printed  in  full  in  the  Journal  unless 
ordered  read  or  printed  by  the  affirmative  vote  of  a  majority  of 
those  present  and  voting. 

MOTIONS  AND  RESOLUTIONS 
Rule  40.   Stating  notions.   When  a  motion  is  made,  it  shall  be 
stated  to  the  Convention  by  the  president;  or,  if  in  writing,  it 
shall  be  handed  to  the  chief  clerk  and  read  aloud  to  the  Convention 
before  being  debated. 
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Every  resolution,  other  than  a  proposal,  shall  he  submitted 
in  quintuplicate,  shall  be  read  by  title,  and  shall  be  referred  to 
the  appropriate  committee.   If  the  rules  are  suspended  to  permit 
immediate  consideration  of  a  resolution,  the  resolution  shall  be 
read  in  full  to  the  Convention  before  it  is  considered. 

Rule  41.   Reduced  to  ^Tritincr.   Every  motion  shall  be  reduced 
to  writing  if  the  president  or  any  delegate  shall  request  it,  and 
shall  be  entered  upon  the  Journal,  together  with  the  name  of  the 
delegate  making  it,  unless  the  motion  is  withdrawn  by  the  maker  or 
is  ruled  out  of  order  by  the  president. 

Rule  42.   VJithdrav/al  of  notions.   After  a  motion  has  been 
stated  by  the  president  or  read  by  the  chief  clerk,  it  shall  be 
deemed  to  be  in  the  possession  of  the  Convention,  but  it  may  be 
withdrawn  by  the  maker  at  any  time  before  being  amended  or  put  to 
vote. 

Rule  43.   Privileged  notions.   T7hen  a  question  is  under  debate, 
no  motion  shall  be  received  but  — 

1.  To  amend  the  calendar  and  agenda. 

2.  To  fix  the  time  to  which  to  adjourn. 

3.  To  adjourn. 

4.  To  take  a  recess. 

5.  To  reconsider. 

6.  To  call  for  the  Orders  of  the  Day. 

7.  To  lay  on  the  table. 

8.  For  a  Call  of  the  Convention. 

9.  To  limit  debate. 

10.   To  move  the  previous  question. 
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11.  To  postpone  to  a  day  certain. 

12.  To  postpone  indefinitely. 

13.  To  commit. 

14.  To  amend. 

The  motions  listed  in  this  rule  shall  take  precedence  in  the 
order  in  which  they  stand  arranged.   All  of  them  shall  be  decided  by 
the  vote  of  a  majority  of  those  present  and  voting,  except  that  any 
motion  to  postpone  indefinitely  shall  be  decided  by  the  affirmative 
vote  of  a  majority  of  all  the  delegates  to  the  convention.   When  a 
recess  is  taken  while  a  question  is  pending,  consideration  of  such 
question  shall  be  resumed  when  the  Convention  reassembles,  unless  it 
determines  otherwise.   No  motion  to  postpone  to  a  day  certain,  or  to 
commit,  having  been  decided  by  the  Convention,  shall  again  be  in 
order  on  the  same  day  or  at  the  same  stage  of  the  question.   Uhenever 
a  proposal  is  being  considered  and  a  motion  is  then  made,  either  to 
postpone  indefinitely  or  to  commit,  amendments  to  the  pending  pro- 
posal shall  first  be  in  order  before  any  vote  is  taken  on  any  such 
motion. 

Rule  44.   notions  not  Debatable.   A  motion  to  adjourn  shall 
always  be  in  order  except  when  a  motion  to  fix  the  time  to  v/hich  to 
adjourn,  or  a  motion  to  amend  the  calendar  and  agenda,  is  pending. 
A  motion  to  adjourn,  a  motion  to  lay  on  the  table,  a  motion  fcr  a 
recess  pending  the  consideration  of  other  business  and  all  matters 
relating  to  questions  of  order,  shall  be  decided  without  debate. 

Rule  45.   Order  of  Putting  Questions.   All  questions  shall  be 
put  in  the  order  in  which  they  are  moved,  except  in  the  case  of 
privileged  motions. 
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Rule  46.  Amendment  Must  be  Gerir.ane.  Ho  motion  or  proposition 
relating  to  a  subject  different  from  that  under  consideration  shall 
be  admitted  under  color  of  an  amendment  or  substitute. 

Rule  47.   Division  of  Question.   Any  delegate  may  call  for  a 
division  of  the  question,  which  shall  be  divided  if  it  includes 
propositions  which  are  so  distinct  in  substance  that  when  one  is  re- 
moved or  deferred,  a  substantive  proposition  remains  for  the  decision 
of  the  Convention.   A  motion  to  strike  out  and  insert  shall  not  be 
subject  to  division  within  the  meaning  of  this  rule. 

HOT I ONS  CALLING  FOR  THE  PREVIOUS  QUESTION 
Rule  48.   llethod  of  Ordering.   The  method  of  ordering  the 
previous  question  shall  be  as  follows:   Any  delegate  may  move  the 
previous  question  and,  unless  otherwise  stated,  the  motion  shall 
apply  to  the  pending  question  only.   The  presiding  officer  shall  put 
the  question,  "Shall  the  main  question  now  be  put?"   This  shall  be 
ordered  only  by  a  majority  of  the  delegates  present  and  voting. 
After  the  seconding  of  a  motion  for  the  previous  question  and  prior 
to  the  ordering  of  the  same,  a  Call  of  the  Convention  may  be  moved 
and  ordered,  but  after  ordering  the  previous  question  nothing  shall 
be  in  order  prior  to  the  decision  of  the  pending  question  or  ques- 
tions, except  demands  for  the  ayes  and  nays,  points  of  order,  appeals 
from  the  decision  of  the  Chair,  and  a  motion  to  adjourn  or  to  take  a 
recess,  all  of  which  shall  be  decided  without  debate.   The  effect  of 
ordering  the  previous  question  shall  be  to  put  an  end  to  all  debate 
and  bring  the  Convention  to  a  direct  vote  upon  the  pending  question 
or  questions  in  their  order  down  to  and  including  the  main  auestion; 


provided,  however,  that  when  the  previous  question  shall  be  ordered, 
amendments  then  on  the  chief  clerk's  aesk  shall  be  acted  upon.   When 
a  motion  to  reconsider  has  been  taken  under  the  previous  question 
and  decided  in  the  affirmative,  the  fact  that  the  previous  question 
had  been  ordered  shall  have  no  operation  or  effect  with  respect  to 
the  question  for  which  reconsideration  has  been  ordered.   If  the 
Convention  refuses  to  order  the  previous  question,  it  shall  resume 
consideration  of  the  pending  subject  as  though  no  motion  for  the 
previous  question  had  been  made. 

Rule  49.   Sine  Die  Adjournment.   A  motion  to  adjourn  the 
Convention  sine  die  shall  not  be  voted  upon  until  at  least  forty- 
eight  hours  after  notice  is  given  to  the  delegates;  and  to  pass  this 
motion  requires  an  af f irmative  vote  of  a  majority  of  all  the  dele- 
gates to  the  Convention. 

Rule  50.   notion  for  Reconsideration.   Any  delegate  nay  move 
for  a  reconsideration  of  any  question  at  the  same  or  next  succeeding 
session  of  the  Convention,  or  the  Committee  on  Style,  Drafting  and 
Arrangement  may  move  for  reconsideration  on  any  subsequent  day  if 
one  session  day's  notice  of  its  intention  to  do  so  is  given  in  writ- 
ing to  the  chief  clerk  and  entered  upon  the  Journal.   A  motion  to 
reconsider  shall  take  precedence  over  all  other  questions,  except  a 
motion  to  amend  the  calendar  and  agenda,  a  motion  to  fix  the  time  to 
which  to  adjourn,  a  motion  to  adjourn  and  a  motion  to  recess.   A 
motion  to  reconsider  snail  not  be  renewed  except  by  the  Committee  on 
Style,  Drafting  and  Arrangement. 
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liOTIOi-J  FOR  CALLS  OF  THE  CONVENTION 
Rule  51.   Quorum  Calls.   A  call  of  the  Convention  may  be 
ordered  if  there  is  an  absence  of  a  quorum. 

Rule  52.   Procedure.   The  roll  of  the  Convention  shall  be 
called  by  the  chief  clerk  and  the  absentees  noted.   The  sergeant  at 
arms  may,  upon  motion,  be  dispatched  after  the  absentees.   In  such 
case,  a  list  of  the  absentees  shall  be  furnished  by  the  chief  clerk 
to  the  sergeant  at  arms,  who  shall  bring  such  absentees  to  the  floor 
of  the  Convention  with  all  possible  speed.   In  case  the  sergeant  at 
arms  shall  require  assistance  in  addition  to  the  regularly  appointed 
assistant  sergeant  at  arms  of  the  Convention,  the  president,  upon 
motion,  may  deputize  as  a  special  assistant  sergeant  at  arms  any 
person  properly  qualified.   The  Convention  nay  proceed  to  business 
under  a  Call  of  the  Convention  pending  the  arrival  of  any  absentees. 

PROPOSALS  AND  P.ECOIxilENDATIONS 
Rule  53.   Introduction.   Any  suggestion,  proposition  or  draft 
intended  to  become  a  part  of  any  revised  constitution,  or  amendment 
thereto  or  schedule  to  be  attached  thereto  shall  be  called  a  dele- 
gate proposal  or  a  committee  recommendation.   A  proposal  introduced 
by  a  delegate  shall  be  designates  a  delegate  proposal  and  a  proposal 
submitted  by  a  committee  shall  be  designated  a  committee  recommenda- 
tion.  A  delegate  proposal  shall  be  endorsed  by  the  delegate  or 
delegates  introducing  it  and  a  committee  recommendation  shall  be 
endorsed  by  the  chairman  of  the  committee  submitting  it.   Five 
copies  of  every  delegate  proposal  or  committee  recommendation  shall 
be  delivered  to  the  chief  clerk  who  shall  cause  the  same  to  be 
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suitably  numbered,  printed  and  distributed  to  delegates  as  promptly 
as  possible. 

Rule  54.   Order  of  Consideration.   The  prescribed  order  in 
which  proposals  introduced  in  the  Convention  are  to  be  taken  up  or 
acted  upon  shall  be  as  follows: 

1.  Introduction,  first  reading  by  title,  reference  to  a 
committee  by  the  president,  and  ordered  printed  and 
distributed  unless  otherwise  ordered  by  a  majority  of 
the  delegates  present. 

2.  Report  of  the  committee  and  placing  on  the  General 
Orders. 

3.  Consideration  by  the  Committee  of  the  Uhole  in  order 
of  their  reference. 

4.  Report  by  the  Committee  of  the  Uhole  and  reference  to 
the  Committee  on  Drafting,  Style  and  Arrangement. 

5.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Drafting,  Style  and 
Arrangement. 

6.  Second  reading,  final  passage  of  each  proposal. 

7.  Re-reference  to  the  Committee  on  Drafting,  Style  and 
Arrangement  for  incorporation  in  final  draft. 

8.  Report  by  the  Committee  on  Drafting,  Style  and 
Arrangement  of  any  complete  revision  of,  or  proposed 
amendment  to,  the  Constitution. 

9.  Third  reading  and  final  passage  of  any  complete 
revision  of,  or  proposed  amendment  to,  the 
Constitution. 
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Rule  55.   riajority  Vote  on  Proposals.   On  the  final  passage  of 
every  proposal,  section,  article  and  of  any  complete  revision  of  or 
amendment  to  the  Constitution,  the  vote  shall  be  taken  by  ayes  and 
nays  and  entered  on  the  Journal  and  no  proposal,  section,  article, 
or  any  such  amendment  or  complete  revision,  shall  be  declared  finally 
passed  unless  a  majority  of  all  the  delegates  to  the  Convention 
shall  have  voted  in  favor  of  the  passage  of  the  same. 

Rule  56.   Calendar.   The  Committee  on  Calendar  and  Agenda  of 
the  Convention  shall  prepare  a  calendar  and  order  of  business  for 
each  session  of  the  Convention.   The  calendar  shall  be  furnished  to 
the  chief  clerk,  v/ho  shall  distribute  it  to  the  delegates  before  the 
time  set  for  the  next  session  of  the  Convention.   The  Convention, 
at  any  time  or  from  time  to  time  during  a  session,  may,  by  the  affir- 
mative vote  of  a  majority  of  those  present  and  voting,  adopt,  reject, 
or  modify  the  daily  calendar  and  agenda  presented  to  it. 

SPECIAL  ORDERS 
Rule  57.   Unfinished  Special  Orders  .   Any  subject  matter  which 
has  been  made  a  special  order  for  a  particular  day,  but  which  is  not 
reached  on  that  day,  shall  then  come  up  for  consideration  under  the 
order  of  "Unfinished  Business"  at  the  next  succeeding  session  of  the 
Convention. 

CHAPTER  VII 
MISCELLANEOUS 
READING  AND  ENDORSEilENT  OP  PAPERS 
Rule  58.   Reading.   Uhen  the  reading  of  a  paper,  including  the 
Journal,  is  called  for  and  an  objection  is  raised  to  such  reading, 
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the  Convention  by  a  majority  vote  of  delegates  present  and  voting 
shall  determine  without  debate  v/hether  or  not  the  paper  shall  be 
read. 

Rule  59.   Presentation  and  Endorsement  of  Petitions.   Petitions 
received  by  an  officer  of  the  Convention  or  by  any  delegate  may  be 
initialed  by  the  recipient,  and  handed  directly  to  the  chairman  or 
clerk  of  the  committee  which  has  the  subject  matter  of  the  petition 
under  consideration.   The  chairman  of  the  committee,  on  behalf  of 
the  Convention,  shall  give  appropriate  notice  of  the  receipt  of  the 
petition. 

Rule  60.   Calls  of  Convention  —  Ayes  and  Havs .   Upon  Calls  cf 
the  Convention,  and  in  taking  the  ayes  and  nays  upon  any  question, 
the  names  of  the  delegates  shall  be  called  alphabetically. 

Rule  61.   Putting  the  Question.   The  president  shall  put  all 
questions  substantially  in  this  form:   "As  many  as  are  in  favor  of 
(as  the  question  may  be)  say  'aye'";  and  after  the  affirmative  vote 
is  expressed,  "as  many  as  are  opposed  say  'no'."   If  the  president 
is  in  doubt  as  to  the  vote,  he  may  order  a  roll  call  vote  of  the 
Convention. 

A  roll  call  vote  of  the  Convention  may  be  had  upon  the  demand 
of  ten  delegates. 

Rule  62.   Recognition  during  Roll  Call.   After  a  question  has 
been  stated  by  the  president,  and  the  call  of  the  roll  has  been 
started  by  the  chief  clerk,  the  president  shall  not  recognize  a 
delegate  for  any  purpose  except  upon  points  of  order,  until  after 
the  announcement  of  the  vote  by  the  chief  clerk.   The  chief  clerk 
shall  enter  upon  the  Journal  the  names  of  those  voting  "aye"  and 
the  names  of  those  voting  "no" . 
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Rule  63.   Roll  Call.   At  the  roll  call  to  be  taken  at  the 
opening  of  each  session  and  upon  Calls  of  the  Convention,  the  names 
of  the  members  shall  be  called  by  the  chief  clerk,  and  the  absentees 
noted. 

Rule  64.   Amendment  or  Suspension  of  Pules.   These  rules  may  be 
amended  by  the  affirmative  vote  of  a  majority  of  all  the  delegates 
to  the  Convention  after  the  proposed  amendment  has  been  submitted  in 
writing,  has  been  considered  by  the  Committee  on  Rules,  Credentials 
and  Convention  Budget,  and  has  been  in  the  possession  of  the  dele- 
gates not  less  than  two  session  days  prior  to  its  consideration.   A 
rule  may  be  suspended  by  the  affirmative  vote  of  a  majority  of  all 
the  delegates  to  the  Convention. 

APPEALS 

Rule  65.   Form  of  Question.   On  all  appeals  from  decisions  of 
the  Chair,  the  question  shall  be  "Shall  the  appeal  be  sustained?" 
A  favorable  vote  of  a  majority  of  the  delegates  present  and  voting 
shall  sustain  the  appeal.   The  presiding  officer  may  cast  his  vote 
on  an  appeal  from  his  decision,  and  he  shall  have  the  right  to 
explain  his  decision. 

Rule  66.   Tabling  Appeals.   An  appeal  may  be  laid  on  the  table 
but  shall  not,  as  a  consequence,  thereby  either  remove  or  carry  with 
it  the  subject  matter  pending  before  the  Convention  at  the  time  the 
appeal  was  taken. 

Rule  67.   Practice.   In  all  cases  not  covered  by  these  rules,  or 
by  any  subsequent  amendments  to  them,  the  controlling  parliamentary 
authority  shall  be  Kobert's  Rules  of  Order  Revised  (1951  Edition) . 
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riSTlIOD  OF  VOTING 

Rule  68.   Voting  by  the  Llectrica.l  Roll  Call  System.   When 
taking  the  ayes  and  nays  on  any  question  to  be  voted  upon,  the  elec- 
trical roll  call  system  may  be  used,  and  when  so  used  shall  have  the 
same  force  and  effect  as  a  roll  call  taken  as  otherwise  provided  in 
these  rules. 

When  the  Convention  is  ready  to  vote  upon  any  question 
requiring  a  roll  call,  and  the  vote  is  to  be  taken  by  the  electrical 
roll  call  system,  the  presiding  officer  shall  announce:   "The  ques- 
tion is  on  the  passage  of  (designating  the  matter  to  be  voted  upon) . 
All  in  favor  of  such  question  shall  vote  'aye',  all  opposed  shall 
vote  'nay'.   The  Convention  will  now  proceed  to  vote". 

After  affording  the  delegates  sufficient  time  in  which  to  vote, 
the  presiding  officer  shall  announce:   "Have  all  voted?"   and  after 
a  short  pause  he  shall  then  say:   "Does  any  delegate  desire  to 
change  his  vote?"   and  after  another  short  pause  he  shall  say:   "The 
chief  clerk  shall  proceed  to  record  the  vote." 

The  chief  clerk  shall  immediately  start  the  vote  recording 
equipment,  and  when  completely  recorded,  the  president  shall  announce 
the  result  to  the  Convention.   The  chief  clerk  shall  enter  upon  the 
Journal  the  result  in  the  manner  provided  by  the  rules  of  the 
Convention. 

Any  delegate  shall  be  privileged  to  vote  or  change  his  vote 
after  the  vote  recording  equipment  has  started  to  operate,  and  prior 
to  the  time  the  chief  clerk  has  recorded  the  vote. 

No  delegate  shall  vote  for  another  delegate,  nor  shall  any 
person  not  a  delegate  cast  a  vote  for  any  delegate.   Any  delegate 
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who  shall  vote  or  attempt  to  vote  for  another  delegate  may  be 
punished  in  such  manner  as  the  Convention  nay  determine.   If  a  per- 
son not  a  delegate  shall  vote  or  attempt  to  vote  for  any  delegate, 
he  shall  be  barred  from  the  floor  of  the  Convention  for  the  remain- 
der of  the  session  and  may  be  further  punished  in  such  manner  as  the 
Convention  may  determine  proper. 

CHAPTER  VIII 
LOBBYISTS 
Rule  69.   Registration  and  Regulation.   The  Convention,  by 
resolution  adopted  by  a  majority  of  all  the  delegates,  shall  have 
authority  to  issue  rules  or  regulations  with  respect  to  the  regis- 
tration and  appearance  before  it,  or  before  any  of  its  authorized 
committees  or  subcommittees,  of  any  person  engaged  or  hired,  for  a 
fee,  salary  or  other  compensation,  to  promote,  advocate,  influence 
or  oppose  any  matter  pending  before  the  Convention,  or  itfhich  might 
come  before  it  or  any  of  its  committees  or  subcommittees.   Such  rules 
and  regulations  may  include  requirements  that  such  persons  shall 
register  with  the  secretary  and  file  such  report  of  expenditures  as 
may  be  required  by  such  rules  and  regulations. 
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